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he child who plays an instrument
well has a talent for music. The kid
who excels in sports has a gift for

: '_aﬂxleﬁes. A student who can draw is artis-
_ticglly inclined. -

“But a child who does well at taking
‘tests is intelligent.
. Intelligence is viewed in American soci-
ety as the mastery of academics. It em-
braces reading, writing and arithmetic,

‘but excludes artistic aptitudes. Thus we

find children who can draw intricate pic-

“tures laboring in clasges for learning dis-

abled students because they aren't read-
ing at the same level as other children
their age.

But some educators are starting to re-
evaluate the concept of intelligence, and
with it our ideas about what constitutes a
leamning disability, Among them is Thom-
as Armstrong, a former learning disabil-
mes teacher whose book, In Their Ouwn

J(Jeremy Tarcher Inc/St. Martin’s
s, 1987), distinguishes seven types of

mtelligence and disputes thg idea 9! F
children.

learning-disabled
. As a learning-disabilities wncher. Arm-'

N

stmn(foundthatmmyothismdgnt.s

were not unintelligent but, simply learned.

information
'I‘hisledhhnmq\mumﬂuvul!dityof
the leaming-disability concept, and to ex-
plore the idea that there are dxffergnt

tapped by the schools, » * °

prefers the idea of “leaming
differences” over “learning disabilities.”
By d a child’s particular type

of intelligence, and then developing it as .

a style of learning, parents and teachers
could prevent ‘many students from be-
coming discouraged with school and
turned off to learning.

Armstrong believes the educational sys-
tem should be adapted to fit the different
learning styles of the children rather than
trying to change the child to fit the edu-
cational system. Parents and teachers
should uulize the children s learning

d of fi ing on their

sfeaknesses, t
But not all learning problems are sim-
ply a question of intelligence or learning
styles, mz;d ‘Marty Beech, state program
speclalls qr specific learning disabilities.
different reasons why
st.udenq: have difficulties learning in

-

schools. That dow;’t preclude the fact
(that) there are students whose Jearning
processes are disordered.” Beech said. -
“It's kind of like saying people with vi-»
mondlmﬂm:tmhayendxffemtwwofm

seeing.” el “'.3

First identified b : B
psychologist HowudGurdner in 1983, the?:
seven im.emgences ‘used by Armstrong.”.
are linguistic, thematical, spe-¢ "
tial, musical, bodw-kinesmeﬁc. mterpex«-
nonal and mn'apersmal

Linguistic intelligence is d&ﬁned a8 the
language-based aptitude required of read- ,
ing and writing. tical in- .\,
telligence deals wnh conoepts, patterns
and symbol uses
mental |magery to, absorb knowledge.
Bodily-kinesthetic I.Twllxgence processes

ledge through t, physical
repetition, and “gut" feelings. Interper-
sonal intelligence is a group leadership
type of “street smaris.” Intrapersonal in-
telligence refers to'a solitary, mtuiuve :
style of learning. ! 4

“There are many W‘ of being inteu.i-
gent. Musical talent intelligent be-r' g
havior. Being good mﬂneucs shows in-
telhment behavior,” Ammtmng,' in a M

PweseeTES‘Ts,E-d
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'telephone interview from his
home in Santa Rosa, Calif. “Our
culture has unfairly relegated ath-
letic and musical and artistic abili-
ties to the lower rungs of the intel-
ligence hierarchy. We need to give
more wexght to more. mtelh
gences.”

The notion that test»scores don’t
accurately measure a person’s in-
telligence is-not new. The New
York-based Johnson O’Connor Re-
search Foundat;on has been eval-
uating people’s non-academic ap-
titudes for nearly 50 years.

. The foundation, which tests
‘about 8,000 people a year, has de-:
termmed that success in school

de nds upon a few aptitiides, in-~ a_bodily- km -
g%i{heﬁc jntell}%@;ﬁce paren

ding memonzﬁlon and the’
speed by which a child completes
assignments, -Standarized tests |
fail to measure the true abilities of
students who are ‘notiadept at
those skills, said Sandra Larson,
director of the foundatlon s Tgm
pa office, S P

“We firmly believe. that sci:ool
puts some people at a disadvan-
tage,” Larson :gaid:*“People” who
lack the hatural ability to meémo-
rize and get through clerical tasks
many times don’t get the chance
to show their mte]hgence.”

. Everyone ‘possesses ll seven
types of intelligences, and no one
uses one type to the exclusion of
all others, Armstrong said. But
each individual may be inclined
more toward one type pf intellj-
gence than another, ‘and it is that
tendency that can cause ‘problems
in the classroom. - ,

An athlete can ls:am_a_book of
football plays by physically enact-
_ing the pass poutes or bIgckmg as-
signments, .but can ‘have a hard.
time memorizing a list of spelling
words while sitting at a desk. A
child who leams easﬂy m the iso-

.+ - Children strong in 'interpersonal

lation of his or her room may feel
distracted and uncomfortable in a
classroom sitliation. -

“Everybody has areas of learn-
ing dxfficultxes," said Armstrong.
“That is part of what makes us
unique as learners.”

Because the educational system

leans heavily ‘toward instruction ;
that rewards the abilities of the

linguistic and logical-mathemat-

ical thinkers, Armstrong contends |
that parents must provide an envi- |
ronment at home that promotes |
their child’s particular learning

style.

records and tapes. Children with a

“logical-mathematical style of |

learning should have access to
strategy games, logical puzzles,
science kits and the raw materials
for expenmentatxon

‘should encourage role play, ph
‘ical activities, crafts and mod
“building. Parents of children w1th
musical mtelhgence should pro-
-vide them with records, tapes and
musieal instruments.

intelligence should be encouraged

13mgu1s‘tic§lly gifted children |
should be provided lots of books, |

to, help teach other children, join

.clubs¢ attend after-school pro- | -

-grams ‘and engage in volunteer | '
work. For the children with intra- |
personal intelligence, parents
should provide a special, pnvateu
place where they can pursue hob-
bies and mterest; in'solitude. :

While encouraging children to |
develop ‘their own type of intelli- '
gence, parents should make learn- i
ing activities at hoine an enjoy- i
able experience. Whenever possi- |
ble, the activities should be unre-
lated to school homework. -

“It is really important for par j
ents not to put crippling eﬁpeda
tions on their children,” sai
strong. “Don’t ‘push chjldren too |

fast into academic learning, andj

don't put negative or low expecta-
tions on your child.” {".
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